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Achieving an International Coach 
Federation (ICF) Credential is a necessity in 
a growing industry. If you’re ready to take 
the next step in your development as a 
professional coach practitioner, it’s time to 
begin your pursuit of an ICF Credential.
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The International Coach Federation (ICF) is dedicated to advancing the coaching profession by setting high ethical standards, providing independent 
certification and building a worldwide network of credentialed coaches across a variety of coaching disciplines. ICF is active in representing all facets of the 
coaching industry, including Executive, Life Vision and Enhancement, Leadership, Relationship, and Career Coaching. Its 23,000-plus members located in 
more than 135 countries* work toward the common goal of enhancing awareness of coaching, upholding the integrity of the profession, and continually 
educating themselves with the newest research and practices.

A competitive advantage
There has never been a better time to be an ICF Credential-holder. According to the 2016 ICF Global Coaching Study, coaches 
who hold a credential from a professional coaching association report higher annual revenue from coaching than their peers 
without a credential. 

Furthermore, 77 percent of coach practitioners agreed that clients expect their coaches to be credentialed. 

Satisfied clients
According to the 2014 ICF Global Consumer Awareness Study, clients were more likely to be satisfied with their coaching 
experience and recommend coaching to others when they worked with a credentialed coach.

In the same study, 83% of adult consumers who had experienced a coaching relationship said it was important for coaches to 
hold a credential. 

Increased visibility
ICF Credential-holders who are also ICF Members receive a free listing on ICF’s Credentialed Coach Finder (CCF). CCF can help 
you connect with individuals and organizations that seek your coaching services. Visit CCF at CredentialedCoachFinder.com.

Program requirements
ICF Credential-holders have fulfilled rigorous education and experience requirements and demonstrated a strong 
commitment to excellence in coaching. To be eligible, a coach must:

• Complete coach-specific training
• Achieve a designated number of coaching experience hours
• Partner with a Mentor Coach
• Demonstrate the appropriate understanding and mastery of ICF’s definition of coaching, Code of Ethics 

and Core Competencies

Your investment
Your investment of time depends on the credential level you choose to pursue and the number of training and coaching 
experience hours it requires. The financial investment comes from application, review, and assessment and evaluation fees. 
The total can range from $100–$875 USD. Fees are discounted for ICF Members.

The next step
The process of applying for an ICF Credential depends on the level of Credential you are pursuing and where you completed 
your coach-specific training. Find an overview of the requirements at Coachfederation.org/credential.


